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Strategic trends in the real estate market
you need to know about
From climate risk and AI to regulation and behavioral bias,
yesterday’s assumptions about real estate no longer hold.

January 23, 2026

Real estate markets are undergoing structural shifts. Climate risk is increasingly already
priced in, regulation is reshaping returns, and digital job density is redefining what makes a
location valuable. IESE’s Carles Vergara, who hosted the annual conference of the American
Real Estate and Urban Economics Association (AREUEA) at IESE, has a checklist. Drawn from
new academic research in real estate and urban economics, these takeaways are vital for
leaders aiming to build competitive advantage in real estate now, including climate data, AI,
diversified financing and behavioral insights.

SOURCE: The American Real Estate and Urban Economics Association (AREUEA) Annual
International Conference, hosted by the Department of Financial Management at IESE
Business School in 2025.

ALSO OF INTEREST:

Why we need local banks to tackle climate disasters

More energy-efficient houses are worth more

Housing wealth and deaths of despair

https://www.iese.edu/faculty-research/faculty/carles-vergara/
https://www.iese.edu/faculty-research/areuea-international-conference/
https://www.iese.edu/faculty-research/areuea-international-conference/
https://www.iese.edu/insight/articles/local-banks-tackle-climate-disasters/
https://www.iese.edu/insight/articles/real-estate-energy-efficiency-housing-market-value/
https://www.iese.edu/insight/articles/housing-wealth-deaths-of-despair/
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https://cfvod.kaltura.com/pd/p/1766931/sp/176693100/serveFlavor/entryId/1_p75aakxp/v/1/e
v/4/flavorId/1_4e95s4qb/name/a.mp4
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