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2021 IWEC FOUNDATION AWARDEES 

 

 

Enkhnasan Lutaa, CEO, Takhi Joint Stock Company, www.takhico.mn / Mongolia 

The company was formed in 1931 as a garment factory but today, the company is focused 
on real estate, property management services and foreign and domestic trade and 
investment.  Enkhnasan has been the CEO since 2010. They continue to expand their 
clients and will be developing a mixed use “edutainment IT Center shortly.  Enkhnasan’s 
experience includes high-level government civil service as well as business management. 
Her activities include supporting social responsibility in the areas of the disadvantaged and 
education.  lenkusha@yahoo.com 
 
The company is doing business in Mongolia, Japan and China.  They are planning to expand 
to Russia and to develop further business in China and Japan.  

 
 
 

Aytul Ercil, CEO, Vispera Information Technologies, www.vispera.co / Turkey 

Prof. Erçil has 25 years of experience in academia. She was the founding partner and CEO 
of Vistek which focused on applying research results to solve business problems. She later 
sold the company to a German corporation, ISRA Vision A.G. She then co-founded Vispera 
which is a retail image recognition and analytics company serving grocery and supplier 
retailers allowing the companies to have a digitized view of their stores. Vispera is one of the 
2 world leaders in image processing solutions for retail monitoring. She is also is co-founder 
of Rebuslabs. Aytul is also an angel investor and board member at Kagider – Turkish women 
entrepreneurs organization. A.ercil@vispera.co 

The company does business in 18 countries and is opening offices in India and the 
Netherlands as well.  They wish to expand to the Middle East and the United States. 

 
 

Maria Feijoo Avila, Mng. Director, Maderera Nueva Era, SAC, 
www.madereranuevaera.com / Peru 

At 18 years old I realized a woman’s life could be more than mothering and being a wife. 
Thus, I started working for Maderera Nueva Era, a company specializing in wood and wood 
products.  I began differentiating us from our competitors by demonstrating our active role 
in society and by identifying 5 new wood species that could be commercialized in our 
country. Our mission is to continue this work to make sure our rainforest is not predated by 
informal wood companies. We believe it is necessary to find one’s purpose in life and we 
strive to find it through our work. mfeijoo@yahoo.es 

The company does business with China, Singapore, and other South American countries.  
They would like to expand to the United States, Italy and Finland as these are countries that 
have mastered the art of woodwork. 
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Isabel Maria Furtado, CEO, TMG, www.tmg/pt / Portugal 

Isabel has worked in the family business since 1984 and in 2008, she became CEO of TMG 
Automotive.  The company has grown 6-fold since she took over.  TMG specializes in 
supplying interiors for premium car makers and is one of the largest in Europe.  They have 
a joint venture in North America and an industrial plant in China for the automotive business. 
TMG supplies 40 markets, primarily in Europe.  Isabel hopes to expand into the health and 
wellness market using technical textiles and is a member of the United Nations Global 
Compact. isabel@tmg.pt 

The company does business mainly in Europe but also Americas, Africa and China.  Isabel 
wishes to expand to South America and India. 

 

Usharani Manne, Founder, Polmon Group of Companies, www.polmon.com  / 
India 
 
Usharani has an electronics engineering degree and an MBA and first worked for a large 
semiconductor company. She established Polmon Instruments Ltd., a company specializing 
in Measuring & Control Instrumentation and Automation solutions for the Life Sciences 
industry in 1987. Usha’s foresight and vision have been instrumental in shaping the growth 
story of Polmon, which is today a successful company with 350 plus employees and a 1300+ 
customer base. Usha oversees the key portfolios of Finance, HR and Administration for the 
company, and she defines systems and policies as well.  Usha also has taken over as the 
20th Chairperson of FLO Hyderabad for the year 2020-21.  Usha.manne@gmail.com 
 
The company is doing business in Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, UAE and some African countries.  
They would like to approach Europe and the US, increasing their geographical reach. 

 

Maria Teresa Patuel, CEO, Cayo Largo Holdigs 17 (PTY), www.clholdings.co.za / 
South Africa 
 
Maria’s parents emigrated to SA from Spain in 1961. CL Holdings is the evolution of a family 
business started in 1989 in Johannesburg and today has evolved into a large business in 
the recycling sector. In 2016 they scaled down their large business in terms of operations 
and staff, renamed the company CL Holdings, and became an international commodity 
trading business, specializing in the trade on Non-Ferrous Metals for export to end users. 
Maria is the CFO and heads up the financial administration and day-to-day business whilst 
her partner, based in Vancouver, Canada, trades and prices the material with various 
suppliers and consumers. teresa@clholdings.co.za 
 
The company does business in SA, England, China, US, India, Japan, South Korea and 
Taiwan.  They would expand to other countries where there are major consumers of 
recyclable non-ferrour commodities and where transport by sea would be the most cost-
effective. 
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Giovanna Prandini, Director, Morenica Societa Agricola A R.L., 
www.perladelgarda.it 

Giovanna was in the insurance and financial sector until 2006 when she sold her companies 
and founded her winery, Perla del Gara. Her agri-business deals with wine, olive oil and milk 
in the Lombardy region of Italy which is a primary agricultural region. Her company has been 
recognized with a sustainable certificate as she produces wine by gravity to protect natural 
aromas and indigenous grapes.  It is the first winery in the area to have this process to 
protect the environment. She represents the agriculture sector on the board of the Italian 
Chamber of Commerce in Brescia. giovanna@perladelgarda.it 

 

 

 

Silvia Stupino, CEO, RCA Imballaggi Flessibili SRL, www.rcaimballaggi.com / Italy 
 
Silvia started in her family business but in 2002, she took over the business branch related 
to the design of flexible packaging and created her own company which specializes in 
printing on complex films, bags and reels of plastic films, coupled with aluminum or 
laminated by extrusion. Flexible packaging has the primary purpose of packaging and 
protecting products of different nature from air, dust, humidity and light but at the same time, 
having an important visual impact, facilitates their sale through advertising that is 
transmitted with the wrapping.  Since the beginning, her business has grown and is 
constantly evolving. silvia@rcapack.com 
 
The company is doing business in France, Luxembourg, Belgium & Germany and wishes to 
expand to northern Europe and the UK. 
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Archana Aggarwal, Founder & Partner, Gems N Jewels / India 
Archana Graduated in Gemology from Mumbai launched her own label in 2003. The 
collection is wonderful mix of everyday tinkles to stunning festive wear from radiant rubies 
to grandiose green and brilliant blues, and more. The collection is a palette of happy vibrant, 
rich colors. Do drop to see our fabulous jewels on display. Jewels by Archana are 
characterized by intricate craft, spectacular design and undeniable glamour. In her own 
words “Every piece I make is a style statement.” Archana has always believed in the power 
of craftsmanship and also focuses on creating signature Pieces which can be handed down 
for generations.  Gemsnjewels66@gmail.com 
 
Gems N Jewels has clients in the Gulf countries, USA, Australia & the UK. Archana 
specifically wishes to do business in France where her pieces connect well with her 
aesthetic sensibilities.  
 
 
Erika Patricia Elena Cavero Paz, Owner & General Manager, Argos Consulting 
Group SAC www.argoscg.com / Peru 
Erika launched Argos in 2008 after spending time in the corporate world.  The company 
focuses on consulting and management system training, ISO management systems 
(including business continuity, security and anti-bribery) implementations and audits.  For 
23 years Argos has supported over 200 companies to improve their management systems 
and now working for the revitalization of businesses post pandemic. Erika also was part of 
the founding group of the Assoc of Women Entrepreneurs in Peru and she supports the 
development and growth of women entrepreneurs.  She is also very involved with the Lima 
Chamber of Commerce and the Women Entrepreneurs Commission. 
informes@argoscg.com 
 
The company currently does business in Peru, Ecuador, Republica Dominicana and would 
like to expand to Central America and the US where there is a need to implement these 
standards and services. 
 
 
Merrilee Kick, Founder & CEO, BuzzBallz / Southern Champion, 
www.buzzballz.com  www.southern-champion.com / United States 
Merrilee is the only woman-owned distillery/winery/brewery combination in the United 
States.  The company makes ready-to-drink cocktails called BuzzBallz, as well as spirits like 
rum, vodka, gin, bourbon and some private label brands.   The products are sold in 50 states 
and 21 countries and the company employs over 250 employees in Texas. She started the 
company when she wanted a beverage to drink near her pool and could not find a good 
spirit/drink that also had the right packaging. She began mixing up cocktails in her garage, 
using store-bought ingredients and a hand-crank pop-top machine.	Thus began her journey 
to create a multi-million-dollar business. kick@buzzballz.com 
 
The company does business in Japan, South Korea, US, Bermuda and is opening up in the 
Netherlands, Panama, China, Taiwan & Australia.  Merrilee would like to expand to EU, 
Brazil, Latin America, Canada, Russia, Scandinavia and New Zealand. 
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Nyarayi Mubvumbi, Managing Director, Stohill Investment (Pvt) LTD, 
www.stohillproperties.co.zw / Zimbabwe 

Nyarayi opened her business in 2009, operating in property sales, management, valuations 
and development. Stohill has recently registered as a construction company in Rwanda but 
were unable to start operations due to COVID issues. Stohill Properties is a well-known 
organisation which started operating in March 2009.  Stohill’s vision is to acquire and 
develop land into fully built residential properties focusing operations on low-cost housing, 
cluster housing and high-value housing. Stohill’s main strategy is to provide quality 
accommodation at the low and middle end at affordable prices by using affordable low-cost 
materials and by reducing the margin per housing unit sold. nmubvumbi@gmail.com 

The company does business in Zimbabwe and wishes to expand to South Africa, Namibia, 
Zambia, Botswana & Rwanda. 

 

Jessica Rodriguez, CEO, Art Atlas SRL, www.artatlasperu.com / Peru 

Jessica is the Co-Founder and CEO of Art Atlas Peru launched in the year 2000.  It is a 
textile company created with an environmentally conscious philosophy, using only natural 
and organic fibers in the making of their high-quality knitwear sweaters exported to high end 
brands in many countries.   Launched as a socially driven enterprise, Art Atlas employs more 
than 250 employees directly and 300 indirectly.  The company has contributed to the 
development of the region by promoting the participation of artisan cooperatives and micro 
enterprises.   Jessica’s brand, ANNTARAH, is a Peruvian Clothing Brand with many stores 
in Peru.  jessica@artatlasperu.com 

The company is doing business in the USA, Europe, Canada and China.  Jessica wishes to 
expand to Germany, Australia, Japan & The Netherlands. 

 

Anorah S. Ibanda, Co-Founder & Operations Director, Gainquip PVT LTD / 
Zimbabwe 

In 2011 Anorah founded Gainquip Pvt Ltd in her rented home garage. She was the first 
female meteorologist in Zimbabwe. The company focuses on weighing scales and 
calibration for all types of industries.  Her daughter who was doing her Masters at the time 
joined her as the Operations Director. Within a year of trading the company became a leader 
in the supplies of cash handling equipment in Zimbabwe. In weighing-systems the company 
manufactures frames for weighing scales and imports loadcells and indicators from various 
countries. Anorah also pursued a degree in mechanical engineering, so that she can solve 
vast engineering problems. gainquip@iwayafrica.co.zw 

The company does business in China, India, South Africa and Korea. Anorah wishes to 
expand further into South Africa, India, Australia and Kuwait. 
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Monica Varas, CEO, Varas Insurance Brokerage, LLC, www.varasinsurance.com / 
United States 

Monica has 25 years of experience serving different industries as CEO and CFO. Her latest 
goal was to create a brokerage that will be able to serve any company in any part of the 
world. Her main target for the next 3 years is to focus on companies exporting and/or 
importing products or services in the following sectors: information technology, finance, 
agriculture, pharmaceuticals, automotive, and machinery.  Monica tries her best to educate 
her clients and participate in many different seminars with different associations to make 
sure that they understand the risks and coverages they need to be fully protected and 
mitigate loss. monica@varasinsurance.com 

The company has offices in the US and Peru and has partnerships in Colombia, Mexico & 
India as well.  Monica is growing her company in the US as well and is opening up new 
partnerships in Asia. 

 

Lucia Viscio, Director, Viscio Trading SRL a SU, www.visciotrading.it / Italy 

Lucia represents the third generation of entrepreneurs operating in the home sector, 
manufacturing a variety of tableware, kitchen & cooking items, home textiles and seasonal 
home products. She continues to develop and modernize logistical processes to make the 
distribution of their products to the various countries more efficient and continues to develop 
a network of retail stores as well to better serve the customer.  She also oversees a magazine 
which disseminates information on sector economic news, tax consultancy and 
architectural innovations.  She manages a network of over 40 sales agents in Italy and about 
40 people in their international markets. Lucia.viscio@visciotrading.it 

The company is currently doing business in Spain, Poland, Holland, Germany, France, Malta, 
India, China.  Lucia wishes to expand countries around the Mediterranean region where her 
products would be well-received. 

 


