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El encuentro internacional, se celebrara el 16 y 17 de junio y
abordara los retos reales de escalar empresas: liderazgo,
estrategia y crecimiento sostenible.
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Barcelona acogera el Founders Forum
2026 del IESE, el encuentro
internacional de fundadores de
scale-ups

El encuentro internacional se celebrara el 16 y 17 de junio y
abordara los retos reales de escalar empresas: liderazgo,
estrategia y crecimiento sostenible.

Barcelona, 14 de abril de 2026 — EI| IESE Business School, a través de su iniciativa School
of Founders, celebrara los préximos 16 y 17 de junio una nueva edicion del Founders Forum,
un encuentro internacional que reunira en su campus de Barcelona a mas de 300 fundadores
de scale-ups procedentes de mas de 50 nacionalidades para reflexionar sobre los retos de
escalar una empresa en un contexto empresarial cada vez mas competitivo.


https://www.iese.edu/
https://www.iese.edu/school-founders/iese-founders-forum-2026/
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El modelo del School of Founders subraya que el crecimiento sostenible depende del
desarrollo del propio fundador y de su capacidad para construir organizaciones con propdsito.
Tal como sefiala Sebastian Ross, cofundador y director del School of Founders del IESE:
“Build a business so beautiful that you would never want to sell it.”

El evento esta dirigido a emprendedores que lideran empresas en fase de crecimiento y que se
enfrentan a uno de los retos mas complejos del ecosistema empresarial: cdmo escalar una
compaiiia sin perder foco estratégico, cultura ni sostenibilidad.

Durante dos dias, los participantes trabajaran en algunos de los desafios méas habituales en
esta etapa del crecimiento empresarial, con el objetivo de aportar mayor claridad entre
multiples prioridades a menudo contrapuestas, reconectar con el propdsito y la intencién que
guian sus proyectos, y centrar el foco en las acciones inmediatas necesarias para avanzar.

Un encuentro para los desafios reales de escalar

A diferencia de los grandes congresos tecnoldgicos, el Founders Forum apuesta por un
formato mas reducido y participativo. El objetivo es crear un entorno de confianza donde los
emprendedores puedan compartir experiencias y aprendizajes con otros fundadores que
atraviesan retos similares.

El programa combina sesiones de trabajo, conversaciones abiertas y talleres disefiados para
ayudar a los participantes a identificar los bloqueos que frenan el crecimiento de sus empresas
y definir prioridades estratégicas para los préximos meses.

Entre los participantes confirmados figuran referentes internacionales del ecosistema
emprendedor y del pensamiento empresarial como Verne Harnish, experto en escalado
internacional de empresas; James Allen,autor de The Founder’s Mentality; Mahendra
Ramsinghani, inversor y autor de The Resilient Founder; y Rachel Turner, entre otros.

La apuesta del IESE por la comunidad de fundadores

El Founders Forum forma parte del School of Founders del IESE, una iniciativa creada en
2022 para acompanar a emprendedores en la transicion critica de startup a scale-up, una de
las etapas mas complejas del desarrollo empresarial. Mas que un programa formativo, la
escuela impulsa una comunidad internacional de fundadores centrada en el aprendizaje entre
pares, el desarrollo del liderazgo y la construccién de empresas sostenibles y con propésito.
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Sobre el School of Founders

IESE School of Founders es una iniciativa dentro del IESE Business School disefiada para apoyar a los emprendedores
en la transicién critica de startup a scale-up, uno de los retos mas desafiantes para los fundadores de empresas.
Fundada en 2022, esta escuela tiene la misién de capacitarlos para construir empresas que generen un impacto
positivo y duradero en la sociedad. Mas alld de la formacion ejecutiva tradicional, la escuela actia como un
constructor de comunidad y ofrece programas de alto nivel como el Foundations of Scaling, proporcionando a los
lideres empresariales las herramientas, la mentalidad y la red de contactos necesarias para profesionalizar sus
estructuras y asegurar un crecimiento sostenible.
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Barcelona will host the IESE Founders
Forum 2026, an international gathering
of scale-up founders

The international event will take place on June 16 and 17 and
will address the real challenges of scaling companies:
leadership, strateqy, and sustainable growth.

Barcelona, April 14, 2026 — IESE Business School, through its School of Founders initiative,
will hold a new edition of the Founders Forum on June 16 and 17. This international gathering
will bring together more than 300 scale-up founders from over 50 nationalities at its
Barcelona campus to reflect on the challenges of scaling a company in an increasingly
competitive business environment.


https://www.iese.edu/
https://www.iese.edu/school-founders/iese-founders-forum-2026/
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The School of Founders model emphasizes that sustainable growth depends on the
development of the founder and their ability to build purpose-driven organizations. As
Sebastian Ross, co-founder and director of the IESE School of Founders, states: “Build a
business so beautiful that you would never want to sell it.”

The event is aimed at founders leading companies in a growth phase who face one of the most
complex challenges in the business ecosystem: how to scale a company without losing
strategic focus, culture, or sustainability.

Over two days, participants will work on some of the most common challenges at this stage of
business growth, with the aim of bringing greater clarity among often competing priorities,
reconnecting with the purpose and intention that guide their ventures, and focusing on the
immediate actions needed to move forward.

A gathering focused on the real challenges of scaling

Unlike large technology conferences, the Founders Forum adopts a more intimate and
participatory format. Its goal is to create a trusted environment where founders can share
experiences and insights with other founders facing similar challenges.

The program combines working sessions, open conversations, and workshops designed to
help participants identify the bottlenecks holding back their companies’ growth and define
strategic priorities for the coming months.

Confirmed participants include international leaders from the entrepreneurial ecosystem and
business thought, such as Verne Harnish, an expert in scaling companies internationally;
James Allen, author of The Founder’s Mentality; Mahendra Ramsinghani, investor and author of
The Resilient Founder; and Rachel Turner, among others.

IESE’s commitment to the founder community

The Founders Forum is part of the IESE School of Founders, an initiative created in 2022 to
support entrepreneurs in the critical transition from startup to scale-up—one of the most
challenging stages of business development. More than a training program, the school fosters
an international community of founders focused on peer learning, leadership development, and
the creation of sustainable, purpose-driven companies.
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About the School of Founders

IESE School of Founders is an initiative within IESE Business School designed to support
entrepreneurs in the critical transition from startup to scale-up, one of the most challenging
stages for company founders. Founded in 2022, the school’s mission is to empower them to
build companies that generate a positive and lasting impact on society. Beyond traditional
executive education, the school acts as a community builder and offers high-level programs
such as Foundations of Scaling, providing business leaders with the tools, mindset, and
network needed to professionalize their structures and ensure sustainable growth.
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